Mobilizing Wetlands Action: The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands renews partnership
with Danone

Marseille, September 6, 2021, - Today, the Convention on Wetlands and global food company
Danone signed a new 3-year agreement to increase global visibility and understanding of wetlands
among public and private sector decision-makers.
Following more than 20 years of support for the Convention on Wetlands, Danone’s renewed
commitment today comes at a critical moment, when wetlands restoration and preservation is
recognized as essential to protecting planetary and human health.
Indeed, wetlands are critical to securing freshwater supply and addressing the twin crises of climate
change and biodiversity loss. But despite these critical benefits, they remain one of the world’s most
endangered ecosystems, disappearing three times faster than forests.
Signed at the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Marseille, France, the partnership agreement
lays out three avenues for collaboration:
•
•

•

Raise awareness on the importance of wetlands to human and planetary health among
public and private sector audiences through the global World Wetlands Day campaign
Accelerate the adoption of best practices that conserve wetlands by offering a $10,000
Evian Special Prize to each of the three recipients of the Ramsar Wetland Conservation
Awards. These Awards honour individuals, organizations and governments around the world
or exemplary actions that promote wetland conservation.
Facilitate scientific knowledge dissemination to inform decision-making and promote
sustainable management practices of wetlands, including drawing on the work of the
Scientific and Technical Review Panel of the Convention.

The partners hope increased visibility of the benefits wetlands provide, coupled with practical
scientific knowledge, will accelerate global action to secure and invest in wetlands.
“It will take collective action from all of society, including the private sector, to drastically accelerate
actions and reach the scale necessary to conserve and restore the world’s wetlands “said Martha
Rojas Urrego, Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.
“At this pivotal moment to reverse the staggering biodiversity loss and ensure a sustainable and
fairer world for all, public-private collaboration to scale nature-based solutions for human and
planetary health has never been more urgent. I welcome this renewed partnership with Danone to
help ensure future generations can benefit from the vital benefits that wetlands provide.” She
added.

Henri Bruxelles, Chief Operating Officer End to End Design to Delivery at Danone declared:
“Wetlands are crucial to water security, biodiversity preservation, and climate change mitigation and
adaptation - and yet they are among the most threatened ecosystems on our planet.
Twenty-three years ago, Danone pioneered ecosystems preservation by signing its first partnership
with the Ramsar Convention. Since then, we have led several local initiatives to protect and restore
wetlands with brands like AQUA in Indonesia.
Today through this partnership, Danone still aims at accelerating awareness of the importance of
wetlands and building local capabilities that help communities around the world restore and protect
them. There is vast potential for impact, with 82 countries and 1.3 billion people participating in the
2021 World Wetlands Day.”
Convinced about the private sector’s role to conserve wetlands, Danone was the first company to
partner the Convention on Wetlands in 1998. Ten years later Danone’s Evian site in France was the
first natural mineral water recharge area to be designated a Wetland of International Importance,
(Ramsar Site), and added to the list of sites managed by the Convention.
In 2018, the Villavicencio Nature Reserve in Argentina became the second Danone site to be
designated as a Ramsar Site. Villavicencio is an important resource for natural mineral water and a
rich biodiversity hotspot.
The designation of these two Ramsar Sites by Danone demonstrates the company’s commitment to
the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands where it operates. Furthermore, it shows how the
private sector can collaborate with governments on conservation efforts at a national level.
The partnership has also sparked other important achievements, including the Danone Fund for
nature in 2008, where together with IUCN, the Danone aimed to restore degraded coastal wetlands,
re-develop local economies, and combat climate change and poverty. This fund has since evolved
into the Livelihoods Fund, operational since 2011.
Also in 2008, the partnership launched the “Water Institute by evian” to assist communities in
managing water resources and improving their livelihoods. Three restoration projects were
implemented successfully with local NGOs and communities at Ramsar Sites in Argentina, Nepal,
Japan and Thailand.
Through this latest partnership, the Convention on Wetlands and Danone aim to build on previous
achievements to accelerate wetlands protection around the world.
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About the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (www.ramsar.org)
The Convention on Wetlands is a global intergovernmental environmental treaty that provides the
framework for the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local and national actions and
international cooperation. It is the only global treaty to focus on a single ecosystem. The Convention
was signed in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and entered into force in 1975. Since then, 171
countries, almost 90% of UN member states from the entire world’s geographic regions have acceded
and become Contracting Parties.

About Danone (www.danone.com)
Danone is a leading multi-local food and beverage company building on health-focused and fastgrowing categories in 3 businesses: Essential Dairy & Plant-Based products, Waters and Specialized
Nutrition. With its ‘One Planet. One Health’ frame of action, which considers the health of people and
the planet as intimately interconnected, Danone aims to inspire healthier and more sustainable eating
and drinking practices. To accelerate this food revolution and create superior, sustainable, profitable
value for all its stakeholders, Danone has defined nine 2030 Goals, and paved the way as the first listed
company to adopt the “Entreprise à Mission” status in France. With a purpose to bring health through
food to as many people as possible, and corresponding social, societal and environmental objectives
set out in its articles of association, Danone commits to operating in an efficient, responsible and
inclusive manner, in line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations. By
2025, Danone aims to become one of the first multinational companies to obtain B Corp™ certification.
With more than 100,000 employees, and products sold in over 120 markets, Danone generated €23.6
billion in sales in 2020. Danone’s portfolio includes leading international brands (Actimel, Activia,
Alpro, Aptamil, Danette, Danio, Danonino, evian, Nutricia, Nutrilon, Volvic, among others) as well as
strong local and regional brands (including AQUA, Blédina, Bonafont, Cow & Gate, Horizon Organic,
Mizone, Oikos, Prostokvashino, Silk). Listed on Euronext Paris and present on the OTCQX market via
an ADR (American Depositary Receipt) program, Danone is a component stock of leading sustainability
indexes including the ones managed by Vigeo Eiris and Sustainalytics, as well as the Ethibel
Sustainability Index, the MSCI ESG Indexes, the FTSE4Good Index Series, Bloomberg Gender Equality
Index, and the Access to Nutrition Index.

