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Press release, Shanghai, China, 2 November 2026 2:00 p.m. (UTC+8) 

 

Danone opens Shanghai Research & Innovation Center 

to accelerate nutrition innovation 
 

• A new China-based hub serving China and Asia-Pacific while contributing to Danone’s global 

science and innovation agenda. 

• 5,200 m² of end-to-end capabilities, from research to industrialization, and bringing together 

more than 130 multidisciplinary experts. 

• Danone’s third OneBiome Lab worldwide, advancing research into nutrition, the gut 

microbiome and health. 

Danone today inaugurated its new Research & Innovation Center in Shanghai, marking a new 

milestone in the Group’s global science and innovation strategy and strengthening the 

connection between one of the world’s most dynamic health and nutrition ecosystems and 

Danone’s global Research & Innovation network. 

Bringing together nutrition science, microbiome research, digital health and pilot-scale 

capabilities, the Center will accelerate the development of science-based nutrition solutions for 

China, Asia-Pacific and beyond. 

 

“Science and innovation are at the heart of our mission to bring health through food to as many 

people as possible. The Danone Shanghai Research & Innovation Center opens a new chapter 

in Danone’s long-term commitment to China, building on local scientific expertise and China’s 

dynamic innovation ecosystem to accelerate meaningful innovation. Looking ahead, we will 

continue to step up investment in frontier areas such as nutrition science and digital health to 

help shape a healthier future through nutrition, in China and beyond.” said Antoine de Saint-

Affrique, Chief Executive Officer of Danone.  

 

Advancing the Science Behind the Future of Nutrition 

The 5,200 m² Danone Shanghai Research & Innovation Center brings together more than 130 

multidisciplinary experts and a broad range of scientific and innovation capabilities under one 

roof. Its facilities include integrated research laboratories, a 900 m² Danone OneBiome Lab 

dedicated to microbiome research, a 300 m² science experience and consumer engagement 

hub, and a 700 m² pilot plant. 

By combining consumer and patient understanding with nutrition science, microbiome research 

and digital technologies, the Center will strengthen Danone’s ability to explore evolving health 

and nutrition needs, generate new scientific insights and translate them into the next generation 

of nutrition solutions. 
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The third Danone OneBiome Lab worldwide, the Shanghai Lab is connected to Danone’s global 

microbiome research platform and will strengthen its capabilities in one of the most promising 

fields of nutrition science. 

The Center builds on Danone’s longstanding scientific presence in China. Since 2020, Danone 

China has published 56 scientific papers, filed 27 patents and conducted nearly 30 local studies. 

Open collaboration will further strengthen this scientific ambition, bringing together universities, 

research institutes, healthcare and innovation partners to combine complementary expertise, 

develop scientific talent and accelerate innovation. 

“Nutrition science is evolving rapidly, opening new possibilities to better understand how nutrition, 

the microbiome and health interact throughout life. By connecting advanced science with 

consumer and patient insights, the Danone Shanghai Research and Innovation Center will help 

us, as part of Danone’s global Research & Innovation Network, translate these discoveries into 

the next generation of nutrition solutions to address the evolving needs of consumers and 

patients.” added Isabelle Esser, Chief Research, Innovation, Quality and Food Safety Officer of 

Danone. 

 

Accelerating Innovation for China and Asia-Pacific 

Bringing the full innovation chain together in Shanghai will allow Danone to stay closer to 

consumers and patients and respond faster to rapidly evolving health and nutrition needs across 

China and Asia-Pacific. Serving early life nutrition, adult medical nutrition and functional 

beverages, the Center will help accelerate the journey from local insight to relevant, scalable 

innovation. 

As part of Danone’s global Research &Innovation network, the Danone Shanghai Center will 

create a two-way bridge between China and the rest of the world, bringing global science 

closer to local needs while enabling insights and innovations developed in China to contribute 

across Danone’s global network.  

Guided by the Danone Impact Journey framework, the Center incorporates lower carbon 

technologies and tailored green solutions, including a smart energy management system, 

embedding energy efficiency and environmental responsibility into its daily operations. 

“China and Asia-Pacific are among the world’s most dynamic markets for health and nutrition. 

By bringing us closer to consumers and patients, the Danone Shanghai Research & Innovation 

Center will help us respond faster to evolving needs and accelerate relevant innovation across 

the region.”concluded Bruno Chevot, President of Danone Asia-Pacific and CEO of Danone 

China.  

 

*** 

Find the media kit by clicking here  

 

About Danone (www.danone.com) 

Danone is a leading global food and beverage company operating in three health-focused, fast-growing, and on-trend Categories: Essential Dairy & 

Plant-Based products, Waters and Specialized Nutrition. With a long-standing mission of bringing health through food to as many people as possible, 

Danone aims to inspire healthier and more sustainable eating and drinking practices while committing to achieve measurable nutritional, social, societal 

and environment impact. Danone has defined its Renew strategy to restore growth, competitiveness, and value creation for the long-term. With c.90,000 

employees, and products sold in over 120 markets, Danone generated €27.3 billion in sales in 2025. Danone’s portfolio includes leading international 

brands (Actimel, Activia, Alpro, Aptamil, Danette, Danio, Danonino, evian, Nutricia, Nutrilon, Volvic, among others) as well as strong local and regional 

brands (including AQUA, Blédina, Bonafont, Cow & Gate, Mizone, Oikos and Silk). Listed on Euronext Paris and present on the OTCQX platform via an 

ADR (American Depositary Receipt) program, Danone is a component stock of leading sustainability indexes including the ones managed by Moody’s 

and Sustainalytics, as well as MSCI ESG Indexes, FTSE4Good Index Series, Bloomberg Gender Equality Index, and Access to Nutrition Index. Danone 

achieved B Corp™ certification at global level in 2025. 

https://author-p72053-e643882.adobeaemcloud.com/linkshare.html?sh=1e0eb477_b3e3_429a_8489_4cd2819fcb7c.BixXDMn7TtqQ9PDy8XXSuLyqfbTKkdHVlEACkRpE8e0&path=/content/dam/corp/global/danonecom/danone-renew/elements-shared/danone-shanghai-research-innovation-center-inauguration
https://www.danone.com/
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS 

This press release contains certain forward-looking statements concerning Danone that are subject to risks and uncertainties. In some cases, you can 

identify these forward-looking statements by forward-looking words, such as “estimate,” “expect,” “anticipate”, “project”, “plan”, “intend”, “objective”, 

“believe”, “forecast”, “guidance”, “foresee”, “likely”, “may”, “should”, “goal”, “target”, “might”, “will”, “could”, “predict”, “continue”, “convinced” 

and “confident,” the negative or plural of these words and other comparable terminology, or by using future dates. Forward looking statements in this 

document include, but are not limited to, predictions of future activities, operations, direction, performance and results of Danone. These forward-

looking statements are subject to numerous risks and uncertainties, which could cause actual results to differ materially from those anticipated in these 

forward-looking statements. For a detailed description of these risks and uncertainties, please refer to the “Risk Factors” section of Danone’s Universal 

Registration Document (the current version of which is available at www.danone.com). Subject to regulatory requirements, Danone does not undertake 

to publicly update or revise any of these forwardlooking statements. This document does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to 

buy Danone securities. 

 

https://www.danone.com/

